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PROPERTY OF THE WEEK: FN Builder, Glastonbury

FN Builders offers home design and quality
construction, completely customizable to your
lifestyle, in beautiful Glastonbury location

T

By Margaret Demarino

he Necci family of Glastonbury
loves their neighborhood and loves
their home. So why would they want
to move? With two young daughters, six
and eight, Matthew and Jennifer Necci,
wanted to make changes to their 1960s
era Colonial. Like the lawyer he is, Necci
did the research and weighed the options
of “what it would really take to incorporate
them” versus starting from scratch with a
custom home.
His research led him to Willow Pond
Farm, a community of what will be 12
custom homes in Glastonbury, a half mile
down the road so the kids wouldn’t even
need to switch schools. The family plans
on moving in July upon completion of their
home.
“My parents had purchased a home
about 20 years (at another Glastonbury
community) from Frank and Joe (Nuzzolo,
partners of FN Builders), so I was familiar
with the level of the work and the style of
the homes they build,” says Necci. “It was
a no brainer.”
“This is a fresh palette,” adds Necci.
The builders, who are brothers, “made us
feel comfortable during the entire building
process. This is a big investment and it is
nice to feel you are playing an actual role
rather than someone telling you this is how
it will be.”
He said that during the process, he and
his wife “looked at least ten different
plans. There were things we like about
each plan, like adding a certain pantry
from one model, and moving things
around.” Necci describes the design
process as being “up front”; he says every
suggested change and customization
was discussed in depth and the couple
was shown how each modification would
impact other aspects of the design.
The builder’s attention to detail in these
homes includes generous customization
options for flooring, appliances, plumbing,
and lighting fixtures. For example, a wet
bar was moved from a more traditional
location after a discussion about how
the ways the couple typically uses their
house to entertain. Another customization
example: “We wanted a laundry room and
the design called for a utility sink,” says
Necci. “We have a golden retriever, and
my wife asked, ‘Can we make that a dog
shower and bath instead?’” The builders
complied. “That’s something we never
could have done if we had not started from
scratch,” says Necci. “We were able to put
our own spin on the house.”
Customer service is the key when it
comes to building custom homes, says
builder Frank Nuzzolo, who grew up with
his brother Joe in Derby, a town where he
says they experienced a strong sense of
community among industrious people.
That roll-up-your shirtsleeve work ethic
“is the Derby way,” he said, something the
builders have brought to their adopted
hometown and have immortalized in their
latest community, naming one of the
streets Derby Way.
The Nuzzolos, who have been called
“Glastonbury’s local builder,” have built
communities in Glastonbury, Vernon, and
Tolland. “Every one of our communities
is maintained with the integrity of one

builder. It’s personalized service from
start to finish,” says Frank Nuzzolo.
“We take them (customers) step by
step through the process,” he adds,
“It is important to talk about what our
expectations and their expectations
are. We are always on site. That gives
the customer a sense of comfort that
things will be done properly.” At the
end of the day, says Frank Nuzzolo, any
contractor can put together a house.
“But we just don’t build homes, we build
neighborhoods.
While there are 18 customizable
designs, he says, the streetscapes are
designed to offer a sense of continuity
and aesthetics with similarly-sized houses
located next to each other. You won’t, for
example, explains Nuzzolo, find a house
with a higher profile next to a ranch.”
According to Therese Nuzzolo, broker
and realtor of Berkshire Hathaway Home
Services, the community is unique in that
“it is two different communities in one.”
Willow Pond Court, which will include six
custom homes, will attract young families.
It’s located on a town cul-de-sac road.
Derby Way offers larger estate home sites
on a private dead-end road, for families
“looking to ‘move up,’ looking for a little bit
more land and more amenities,” she says.
The community is built on what was an
active farm up to 100 years ago. “I had
been driving by this property for 24 years,”
says Frank Nuzzolo. “I felt it was perfect
for housing especially because of its
proximity to town as well as the beauty of
the lightly wooded meadows.”
The property borders a heavily wooded
area and is just fifteen minutes from
Hartford and less than two miles from the
center of town. The community provides
public water, town sewer, buried propane
gas, and underground utilities.
Willow Pond Farm offers traditional
exteriors with maintenance free vinyl
siding as standard, and a variety of
upgrades including cedar, clapboard,
and stone. The interior designs of the
home feature modern open plan layouts
with nine-foot ceilings, custom kitchens,
security systems, central air and central
vac. A telling detail about the thought that
goes into each home is structured wiring
placed as standard in strategic locations
throughout the house, that allow for the
homeowner to integrate wireless cameras,
lighting, door links, and sound systems.

Willow Pond Farm offers both first floor
master bedroom designs and traditional
Colonials with a second-floor master
bedroom suite.
“I think the best feature is location,
location, location,” said broker Therese
Nuzzolo. “We are close to the town, we
have city utilities, and maintenance
free amenities. The families will have a
beautiful home that has been built by
a local builder who stands behind the
product and has been in the community
for many years.”
Builder Frank Nuzzolo agrees: “We
stand behind our quality and take a
backseat to no one. It’s our values and
our commitment to the community. It’s
the Derby way of being right here and
if something needs taking care of, we
will take care of it. We live in town, work
in town, and want Willow Pond Farm to
thrive.”
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Builders FN Builders
Price: Willow Pond Court: low $600’s to low
$700’s; Derby Way: low $700’s to low $800’s
Style: Single-family homesr
Rooms: 8-10, 2-3 car garages
Bedrooms: 3-5 Baths: 2.5-3.5
Square footage: 2500-400
Acreage: ½ acre to 3.5 acres
Mill rate: 36.36
Best feature: Location, city amenities and
customized homes built by local builder
Open house: By appointment
Contact: Therese Nuzzolo, Berkshire Hathaway
Home Services, 860-888-9864
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Beautiful home that has been built by a local
builder who stands behind the product and
has been in the community for many years.
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By Elizabeth Mayhew
The Washington Post

Lydia Fenet does it all. She works full time at
Christie’s auction house, just wrote her first
book and has three kids under the age of 6. She
gracefully moves from the boardroom to the
playroom, solving problems and cleaning up
messes with a calm, can-do attitude.
So when she recently found her 2-year-old
daughter pouring a bottle of green nail polish
onto a cream-colored carpet, she did not yell,
but did what most people do: She frantically
channeled her energy into rubbing it with stain
remover.
When the stain did not come out, she flipped
the carpet around, hiding the damaged portion
under her daughter’s bed. On another occasion,
her son’s container of sparkly purple slime
cracked open and sat overnight, drying on her
living room rug.
“I am terrible in these situations because
even though I know what I am doing is wrong,
I do it anyway,” she said. “In the case of purple
slime, I immediately dumped a ton of water on
it, which, I learned after calling a professional
rug cleaner, is exactly what you don’t want to
do.”
I wish I had met Fenet before these incidents. As a longtime magazine editor and
mother of two, I’ve learned a lot about cleaning.
Here are some of my best solutions for clothes,
fabrics, walls and carpets — the spots where
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The Orchard Valley Garden
Club of Southington is accepting
applications for a $1,500
scholarship to a Southington
graduating senior who is
continuing his or her education
with any of the following majors:
agronomy, botany, city planning,
conservation, environmental
studies, floriculture, forestry,
horticulture, land management,
landscape design, plant
pathology, or allied subjects.
Qualifying criteria and contact
information is listed at
orchardvalleygardenclub.weebly
.com or southingtonschools.org
(search scholarship).
For 2019, the Windsor Garden
Club is offering a $1,000
scholarship to a high school
senior, who is a Windsor resident.
The student must plan to attend
either a two or four-year college
with the intention of pursuing
studies in agriculture,
horticulture, floriculture, herbal
medicine, landscape design or
architecture, forestry,
environmental science,
environmental engineering, or a
similarly related study. The
scholarship is funded through the
Club’s annual sale of plants at its
Garden Mart in May, and by its
club Garden Tour. Additional
information and applications may
be obtained from the guidance
departments at Windsor High
School, Loomis Chaffee,
Northwest Catholic High School,
Medina Academy and CREC
schools. Deadline for receipt of
applications is April 15.
Applications are also available at
windsorgardenclubct.org.
The Garden Club of Avon
welcomes Margery Winters, of
Roaring Brook Nature Center, for
the program “Spring
Wildflowers” at its meeting April
15 at noon. Illustrating her
program with colorful images of
some of Connecticut’s myriad
native wildflowers, Winters
explains where to find to find
them, the origin of their names
and what makes each one
important. The $10 non-member
donation includes a buffet
luncheon of salads, tea
sandwiches and desserts with
gluten-free choices. Father
Bennett Hall, Church of St. Ann,
289 Arch Road, Avon.
Reservations required at
860-673-3887 or
mrgnJ3@aol.com.
The Harwinton Garden Club
will meet on April 18 at 7 p.m. at
the Harwinton Senior Center, 209
Weingart Road. “Native Spring
Flowers of CT” will be the topic.
Peter and Barbara Rzara will
present photos and stories of
flowers in our state. Guests are
welcome. There is a $5 suggested
donation for nonmembers. For
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